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NEW STATE AMENDMENT PUBLISHED

The final published amended state law (IC 16-38-2) can be accessed at this web-
site:  http://www.in.gov/legislative/ic/code/title16/ar38/ (select Chapter 2. Cancer
Registry). This amendment to the old state law requires the reporting of benign
intracranial and central nervous system tumors. It also adds the requirement for
ambulatory outpatient surgical centers and health facilities to report cancer cases
to the Indiana State Cancer Registry (ISCR). You may also download or print the

PDF version from that same address.
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REPORTING "PATH ONLY" CASES

Please remember to review EVERY pathology report Table of Contents:
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FROM THE COMMISSION ON CANCER (COC) FLASH AUGUST
2004

FORDS Errata Posted

New errata to FORDS have been posted, dated 9/1/04, with mostly cosmetic
changes and corrections to improve readability. The new FORDS errata are
posted on CoC's Web site at http://www.facs.org/cancer/coc/fordsmanual.html
with a posting date of 9/1/04. You may print the errata file and replace the
pages in your hard copy of the manual, or update your electronic files using the
Complete Manual file or the individual sections affected. You are encouraged to
update your hard and/or electronic copies of the complete Appendix C because
it includes all of the changes made to FORDS, including those introduced by the
April and September 2004 errata.

It is appropriate to use the most current edition of FORDS: Revised for 2004 for
all abstracting because it clearly identifies those items that are used only before
or after certain diagnosis dates. All other changes were introduced to clarify,
but not change, prior content to assure consistency in coding.

Collaborative Staging Replacement Pages Now Available

Since the release of the Collaborative Staging System (CS), registrars and ven-
dors have identified issues that affect the computer algorithm output and data

quality for the following CS schemas: breast, retinoblastoma, melanoma of the
skin, colon, and prostate.

Replacement pages for the Collaborative Staging and Coding Manual, Part 2 (for
CS Version 1.1.0) reflect the schema changes listed above and are available for
download from the Collaborative Staging Web page located on the AJCC Web
site at http://www.cancerstaging.org/cstage/manuals.html. If you had ordered
or printed a hard copy of the CS manual, please look here to download the
page corrections made since the publication’s release. For easy page replace-
ment, the replacement page file is ready to be printed double-sided on three--
hole-punched paper, if available.

The hard copies ordered and the online .pdf versions of the CS manual Parts I
and II are the original documents released on January 1, 2004, and have not
been revised. So again, to be sure that you are using current information, con-
sult the replacement pages.

Questions regarding the Collaborative Staging and Coding Manual should be
sent to AJCC@facs.org.
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NEW ONLINE TRAINING
MODULES

The National Cancer Institute, in collabora-
tion with the Rollins School of Public
Health at Emory Univer-
sity, is pleased to an-
nounce the availability of l(
four new web-based -
training modules. These /(&
site-specific modules

cover:

Cervix and Uterus Cancer
Ovarian Cancer
Testicular Cancer

Kidney and Ureter Cancer

These training modules are now available
at:
http://www.training.seer.cancer.gov.

Information courtesy of:

John L. Young, Jr., DrPH, CTR
Professor of Epidemiology
Rollins School of Public Health
Emory University

Atlanta, Georgia

FTP SITE REMINDER

If you have not yet submitted your data
through the Indiana State Cancer Regis-
try's new FTP site, please give it a try.
Details were in the previous News Briefs
#4 dated July 27, 2004. If you have not
yet received a CD or diskette with this spe-
cial FTP program along with written in-
structions on how to install and use it,
please call or e-mail Steve Nygaard if you
require any assistance. Contact informa-
tion is at the end of this newsletter.

FREE ONLINE CANCER
REGISTRAR
REFERENCES AVAILABLE
FROM CDC

(Article from COC News Flash - September
2004)

The electronic online help system, "Registry
Plus Online Help," which contains standard
cancer registry references (including
FORDS, ICD-O-3, the Collaborative Staging
and Coding Manual, SEER manuals, and the
NAACCR Data Dictionary), is available as a
free download from the Registry Plus Web
site at http://www.cdc.gov/cancer/
registryplus/rpoh.htm.

Registry Plus Online Help provides standard
coding instructions from multiple sources in
a single, integrated, user-friendly online
help system for Windows computers. Reg-
istry Plus Online Help was developed at the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC), Division of Cancer Prevention and
Control (DCPC), in support of CDC's Na-
tional Program of Cancer Registries (NPCR).
The standard coding manuals are cross-
referenced, indexed, and context-linked to
minimize the need for reference to printed
manuals during abstracting. The manuals
are updated with all published changes. As
of September 20, the July updates to Col-
laborative Staging and FORDS updates
through August are included.

Registrars are encouraged to download and
use this handy tool. See more information
on Registry Plus in the following article.
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AVAILABILITY OF NEW PUBLIC WEB SITE FOR REGISTRY
PLUS - SUITE OF SOFTWARE PROGRAMS FOR CANCER
REGISTRIES

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Division of Cancer Prevention
and Control (DCPC) Cancer Surveillance Branch (CSB) has launched a new Web site for
the Registry Plus(tm) software for Cancer Registries. The address for this new site is
http://www.cdc.gov/cancer/npcr/. This Web site provides fully documented generic
installations of the modules, downloadable fact sheets, and version enhancement infor-
mation. In addition, an e-mail address for technical support is provided.

Registry Plus's objectives are to improve the quality of cancer registry data and use this
data for cancer control planning. Registry Plus supports these objectives by providing
state and territorial cancer registries with a suite of free software modules for collecting
and processing cancer registry data. Registry Plus software modules are compliant
with national standards and are made available by the CDC to implement the National
Program of Cancer Registries (NPCR), established by Public Law 102-515.

Registry Plus software modules are publicly available, free applications for collecting
and processing cancer registry data. The Registry Plus Suite - Abstract Plus, Prep Plus,
CRS Plus, TLC Plus, Online Help, Link Plus, and Utility Modules - can be used separately
or together for routine or special data collection.

*  Abstract Plus is used for abstracting and coding registry cases based upon standard
data items and codes.

*  Prep Plus is used for receiving abstracts in standard NAACCR format into the cen-
tral registry and applying edits to the records.

*  CRS (Central Registry System) Plus is the module that creates and maintains a
linked and consolidated client-server database of patients, tumors, and facility records.

*  TLC Plus is an automated Tumor Linkage and Consolidation function for CRS

Plus. TLC Plus provides automated determination of multiple primary tumors and con-
solidation of data items from multiple case reports into incidence records. TLC Plus
must be used in conjunction with CRS and cannot be used as a standalone module.

*  Registry Plus Online Help is incorporated within the software applications of the
three main Registry Plus modules. It contains the authoritative and current version of
major cancer data coding manuals, including SEER, EOD, FORDS, ROADS, NAACCR,
and ICD-O-3. These are cross-referenced, context-linked, and indexed. This collection
of manuals is also available in a freestanding version suitable for use with other

(Continued on page 5)
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(Continued from page 4)

Windows-based modules for registries that do not use other Registry Plus mod-

ules. Registry Plus Online Help is incorporated into the product lines of three inde-
pendent cancer registry software vendors, as a standalone reference guide for numer-
ous registrars, and in all Registry Plus modules.

*  Link Plus contains a probabilistic matching engine. It can be used by central cancer
registries to de-duplicate databases, perform death certificate matching for death clear-
ance activities, and link to external files for case finding and special studies. Link Plus
can be used by cancer registries whether or not they use other Registry Plus modules.

Please contact cancerinfo@cdc.gov for additional information regarding the Registry
Plus suite of cancer registry modules.

The goal for Registry Plus is to be the primary source for software applications for state
cancer registries. Product design will continue to follow guidelines such as those devel-
oped by the North American Association of Central Cancer Registries, Inc. (NAACCR,
Inc.) Registry Plus(tm) is a trademark of Emory University.

TRAINING & EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

Online FREE Training from SEER
http://www.training.seer.cancer.gov

Online FREE Brain Tumor Registry Reporting Training Materials from CDC
http://www.cdc.gov/cancer/npcr/training/index.htm

Principles of Oncology for Cancer Registry Professionals (Potomac, MD)
December 6 - 10, 2004
http://seer.cancer.gov/training/oncology
Contact the Indiana State Cancer Registry if you wish to apply for financial as-
sistance to attend this course.

Annual Fall Educational Conference of the Indiana Cancer Registrars Association
(ICRA)
Thursday and Friday, November 4-5, 2004 in Indianapolis, IN (at the Marten
House). Registration deadline is October 18, 2004. For more informa-
tion, please contact Martha Hill at (812) 353-9295 or mhill@compuage.com.
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CODING TIPS

Marginal zone lymphomas (MZL) are indolent B-cell lympho-
mas. When marginal zone lymphomas involve the lymph
nodes, they are called nodal marginal zone B-cell lympho-
mas, whereas when they involve places outside the lymph
nodes (gastrointestinal tract, thyroid, breast, or skin), they
are called mucosa-associated lymphatic tissue lymphomas
(MALT or MALToma). Splenic (in the spleen) marginal zone
lymphomas are considered a third separate type. Together
they represent less than 20% of all lymphomas. (from
http://www.lymphomainfo.net)

When coding the histologies on the lymphomas mentioned
above, one of the following two codes will apply:

ICD-0-3 morphology codes
9699/3 Marginal zone lymphoma, NOS
Marginal zone B-cell lymphoma, NOS
Nodal marginal zone lymphoma
Mucosal-associated lymphoid tissue lymphoma
9689/3 Splenic marginal zone lymphoma, NOS (C42.2)

Q. FORDS states to code Collaborative Stage (CS) for
analytic cases, but what is entered in the CS fields
for nonanalytic cases?

A: Hospitals are to enter 9's for nonanalytic cases.
Nonanalytic cases are reportable to the Indiana State
Cancer Registry, but are not reportable to the Ameri-
can College of Surgeons (ACo0S).

(Response from the Collaborative Stage Steering Committee

on 9/30/04)

FACILITY PROFILE FORMS DUE

If you have not yet returned your updated Facility Profile
form, please return to Lisa Witherite as soon as possible.
Keeping ISCR updated with your latest contact informa-
tion allows us to keep you informed. Be sure to include
your e-mail address if you have one. Thank you!

Would you like to get your next newslet-
ter via e-mail? If so, send your e-mail

address to lwitheri@isdh.state.in.us and

you will receive an electronic format of
the newsletter next month.

STAFF OUT FOR
MEETING

From October 12-15, 2004,
most of the ISCR staff will
be at the annual Rocky
Mountain Cancer Data Sys-
tems (RMCDS) meeting in
Newport, Rhode Island. If
you need assistance during
that time, please contact
Marsha Lundy or Steve
Nygaard.

INDIANA STATE CANCER
REGISTRY STAFF

Shelley Boltinghouse, RHIA, CTR
(317) 233-7703
sbolting@isdh.state.in.us

Martha Graves, RHIA, CTR
(Director)
(317) 233-7424
mgraves@isdh.state.in.us

Jackie Harber, RHIA, CTR
(317) 233-1272
jharber@isdh.state.in.us

Marsha Lundy (Secretary)
(317) 233-7158
mlundy@jisdh.state.in.us

Steve Nygaard (Computers)
(317) 233-7099
snygaard@isdh.state.in.us

Lisa Witherite
(317) 233-7111
Iwitheri@jisdh.state.in.us
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